English translation of the text of Official Action issued 
by the Japanese Patent Office in the application No. JP 2000-238039 

Cited documents 

fr/&) JP 04-243822A 

D2: Biosci. Biotech. Biochem., 1997, 61(3), p. 527-529 

Reasons of the rejections 

The inventions described in claims 1 to 3 are each rejected under Article 
29(2) of the Japanese Patent Law, because it would have been obvious for the 
person skilled in the art to make the inventions based on the teachings of 
the foregoing documents distributed in Japan or overseas before the filing 
date of the present application. 

Remarks 

Dl teaches that both caffeic acid and chlorogenic acid have inhibiting 
activities against angiotensin I converting enzymes (ACE), so it was already 
known that these compounds have blood pressure-lowering action. 
Furthermore, ferulic acid is described in D2 to have the same ACE-inhibiting 
activity as the above, so this compound was likewise already known to have 
the blood pressure-lowering action as well. 

Thus, it is obvious for the person skilled in the art to use a composition 
comprising caffeic acid or chlorogenic acid in combination with ferulic acid as 
a medicine for preventing and treating hypertension diseases, based on the 
combined teachings of Dl and D2. 



Results of the prior search conducted in this examination 

Sources of the conducted search: WPI (DIALOG), BIOSIS (DIALOG), CAS 

(STN) and MEDLINE 
However, it should be noted that the above results do not constitute any part 
of the reasons of rejections set forth in this examination. 
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